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This 5 the Second in a serics of neparts in Brons Boro News on Bsues that affect kids by the voung joumalists of Children’s PressLine. which gives kids an opportunity
to repregsent themsehas in the media. The program trains young people, ages 8-18. to mterview thelr peers on [ssues that directly
affect thesm and publshes these stories in nowspapers and on websites, For mone information or to submit story ideas, visit wew.eplmedia o,

Parched in the Bronx

BACKTALK

KIDS SPEAK, OFFICIALS RESPOND

THE ISSUE
Make bodegas stop
selling cigarettes
to little children

“There's a bodega
QN Sery Coimer in
my nesighbarbood.
They &l sell ciga-
rettes. That's nok
the preblem. The
problem ks they soll
e to e kide, |
would like for it to
st | waluld Hke
far these stores to ask for D before
they sedl elgareties, They doa't only
sedl packs; they seff ‘loasies,’ =

Kore'h Williams, 15,
Highbridge, Brox

THE RESPONSE

“It's an eEOrmsus
problem. The
Department ol
Consumer  Affairs
weltomes Uips on
this kind of ibegal
Bctrvby, Call Jh1 to
make o oomplaint.
When we Qet com-
plalnts, we Send
ArrspecTor out. The proprietcer of the
b imess could Be gheen & wickation. Youw
berel s hicense to sl tobacen
eelaticni

For the st 13 years. the New Yook
Cily Bepartment o Contuamer Alairs
has had the mation's largest yoith
urdercover nitiatiee

Young peogle of 15 and [T who've
Lk the pléde not bb smoke can jom
Har :.-IH..II‘h eorCEment squad for 550
A Fiir,

Agply to become & member of the
siesil. Our jeb vacancy notice 5 oaline
it Wi, T GON U ConSUmers

Search “youth tobatco snforce
mank.” Youll 588 a pals vacancy notice
under "career opportunibhes”

Drpaisty Cormmissionesr
o External Allairs Fran Freedman,
MUY Desuartrinsid of Conuimer Al
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Doy your vt yousr vosce heard
In BackTalk? Check out:
W Cpirmisaia. orm Eseck o b
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one free fountain

BY SYDMEY FUSTD, SAMIRA ARDALLAH
AND HENRY Wil
THE BRONX is thirsty,

Thi Siby"s e Waler o 1he Go phogram
i% touring the five borowghs, providing Kew
Yorkers wilh Preg water-battle refils o6
wweltering-hot semmer days.

Ten portable fourtaing, sach with several
faucets, rotate heteeen public tpaces and
irea s vl ey fool tralhic.

Bt iRe Brana is petking & Brons cheer

Only cne of the Trpe watdr stalbons ha
frade it ko the Brone, with the foweniaing
avadable there for only loair days thes
maaiih, while they're available n Manhat
tan for 24 iy

*Unlfortunately, our ity goseniment fo
CAGES MGNE 0F Manhasimn (hEn oo the ool
borowughs”™ sald Ciy Cowncilman Olfner
Koppell [D-Fverdale)

witer on the Go was created Eo encour
age pEople 1O SWATH Irom Sugar-packed
beversges such a% soda ko matural, calorie
iTed WRber,

"Endeat sugar intake during the summer
whan you an in need of more Auld will has-
ten your chances of getting dehydrated,”
said Dr, Ermest Path, &n emergency room
physician at St Barmnabas Hospital in the
A

The Fawentains also belp decrease pallu
flan eaLised by anrecyciad waler Boliles by
aiving pecple a free fillup.

“Only 20'% of [eater bottles] actually oet
recycled, amd B0% end up bo be waste,” wald
Water on the Go volun e Mo Sarrosa
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fight detydratisn. b7,

Ernesl Paml gl S Basaabas Haipitsl checks infravenmis solution, which

1§ idad 16 biwal Ssvsie delisrlrathen, PRGleS by Sarab Flagg and Kama Stanford DL Wedla

In July, &8 Water on the Go fogntain ap
EARS Every Toosdyy a1 Broox Borcugh
Haldl

Bt Im Manhatten, Aress such as Time
Square, Union Sguarne znd Battery Park e
colvie POUMTRINS MUTEFOUS CHneS & wessbl,

Department of Environmontal Protec
Don spokesman Farrel Skheroy sadd the
locationy were sebected based on foot traf
e ang the avasab=lity od pubis plazes and
OPEN HICES

Bl with the Brosna's higher abesily rals
compared {0 the rest of the city, do
i he borough grped youths Lo depend o6
water to quench their summer thirgt

“Tha possibility of balng cwverwesgist iR
Krw York City is B&% higher in the Broax
than in Marhatian™ sald Andrew Bundle,
sisociate pofessor of epidemiciogy at
Calumbia Universely

Many Brons residerts say the borough
udied & the Water on

should be eguadly ins

the Go prugram

' ned Tas that ihereis mot oy much free
waler in the Bronx,”™ said Brona resident
Christglle Marnam, IT. "Theéré dfe equally
enough peaple here who deserve it here,
ba,®

Mlanhattan has many mare towrist at-
tractinns, which contribute to the amount
ol braltic,

=i thie Brona has 4 public program oF a
specipl ewent and there are Interestesd vol
LETheErs, we will B hapoy Lo expand the pro
gram {o those aneas,” sald DEP's Skheroy,

After learning abouwt the lack of Water
oo the Go fowuntaing in the Brons, Koppell
shid he would contact cily officials to find
ourt wihwy the Brons sn't getting 1S thirst
e,

Achivhipnal reporting By Dakols London,
James Moneood, Dejanis Cotton-Samuel,
Gengva Anslpyp-Dormes, Annabal Enfredis,

Jamital Baniels and Rawnak Araanng




