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T
his summer took so long to get here,
and now it’s vanishing.

It’s already August. The flowers are
starting to droop, and back to school is
right around the corner.

I hate to see it go, and with it the slower-
paced days, the great corn and tomatoes and
peaches from Jersey or upstate, the empty, qui-
et streets.

The smell of hot, rain-slicked sidewalks, the
lighter traffic, and everyone kind of laid-back.

This summer there was no full-blown vaca-
tion, no trip away.

There was just some time off to take care of
dental work and clean out closets that were
supposed to have been done in the spring. And
sit on the porch, enjoying the heat and a good
book.

But while the summer is going fast, some
things just won’t go away. Some people just
don’t seem to know when to leave.

Like mosquitoes or bees, they keep hanging
around to annoy us.

At least the insects will be gone when the
cold weather arrives. We’ll probably still be see-
ing and hearing these nuisances when the
Christmas lights have burned out.

Take two politicians from the Bronx, state
Senate majority leader Pedro Espada and state
Sen. Ruben Diaz Sr. Please.

They were part of a circus in Albany for a
month, holding a Staycation in the Statehouse,
infuriating their constituents, many of whom
are feeling the brunt of the economic crunch
and couldn’t leave New York State if they want-
ed to.

“This is a message to all New Yorkers that
the state Senate is not on vacation,” Espada
proclaimed. “We’re hard at work . . .”

Espada said this last month at Joe’s Place on
Westchester Ave., as he, Diaz and Queens state
Sen. Hiram Monserrate and Brooklyn state Sen.
Carl Kruger, the self-designated “Four Ami-

gos,” had an on-camera lunch where they
joked and smiled as if they weren’t despised.

If you switched parties twice and brought
the state capital to a standstill and were under
scrutiny — as Espada and Monserrate are — for
various indiscretions or law-breaking, wouldn’t
you be too embarrassed to show your face?

Then there’s Sarah Palin, who left office so
she could stay in the limelight.

She keeps blaming the media for picking on
her, making her look foolish.

So get away from the cameras and stop ap-
pearing at huge events where you know there
will be reporters and photographers.

Say farewell ONCE instead of for weeks.

Her ex-almost-son-in-law is getting a reality
TV show. Gosh, she better be prepared for lot-
sa revelations about her family.

We will never be rid of her. Even if she gets
indicted, she’ll be in the papers and on TV, grab-
bing at another chance to say she’s being treat-
ed unfairly.

She doesn’t have the class to walk away.

And then we have the encounter between
Harvard Prof. Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Police
Sgt. James Crowley, which has spawned a fort-
night (so far) of fallout.

Their beer fest at the White House will not
end this summer silliness.

Whether you’re on a Bronx streetcorner or in
rarefied Cambridge, Mass., it takes two to
bring a situation to the level of handcuffs and
national news coverage.

Two thin-skinned people looking for a reason
to be insulted.

A lot of it was President Obama’s fault. How
absurd to have the President weighing in on a
local police matter.

But he did, and then we had to hear about
his getting Gates and Crowley together for a
beer.

Now that that’s over, Gates will keep on the
topic because he is doing a documentary about
racial profiling.

And Crowley has become this year’s Joe the
Plumber. I don’t think he or his supporters will
want this to simply fade away.

L
astly, we have the most obnoxious
hanger-on of all — one-time Bronxite
and disgraced ex-governor, Eliot
Spitzer.

He had to quit the governor’s office
after being caught patronizing hookers. He was

spared criminal charges, but this didn’t impel
him to go into a monastery or quietly go about
his business.

He’s been showing up all over to decry the
evildoers of Wall Street.

He was a panel interviewer on “Morning
Meeting,” a business show on MSNBC, where
he was introduced euphemistically as former
governor of New York and the one-time Sheriff
of Wall Street.

He’s been in New York magazine, in a fea-
ture about where famous people get pizza.

He’s been quoted in newspapers from here
to Australia criticizing Goldman Sachs’ windfall
profits. He wrote an editorial.

The top official in the state goes with hook-
ers, and comes around to pass judgment on oth-
er lowlifes.

We all need a permanent vacation from
these people.

 poshaughnessy@nydailynews.com

Summer pests,
please bug off!

Disgraced Gov. Eliot Spitzer has the nerve to
pass judgment on others after he was bust-
ed soliciting hookers. Photo by Richard Corkery

With Patrice O’Shaughnessy

Around
the Bronx 

Allan Wernick is a lawyer and chairman of the City University of New York’s Citizenship and 
Immigration Project. He is the author of “U.S. Immigration and Citizenship — Your Complete 

Guide, Revised 4th Edition.” Send questions and comments to Allan Wernick, Daily News, 
450 W. 33rd St., New York, N.Y. 10001. Find Prof. Wernick at allanwernick.comImmigration 

ALLAN WERNICK

Delaying swearing-in worth the wait 
 Q If I become a U.S. citizen, will 

that delay my young children 
from coming to the United States? 
Should I postpone my swearing-in 
ceremony? I am a permanent resi-
dent. In late August, after years of 
waiting, my wife and children will be 
interviewed for their green cards in 
Colombia. I applied to naturalize and 
I should receive my appointment for 
swearing-in soon. A co-worker told 
me that if I naturalize, my children 
might get stuck in Colombia.

Julio Briceno, New York

A  Postponing your naturalization 
is a good idea. If you natural-

ize, you’ll need to petition for your 
children separately. That could delay 
their coming here for up to a year and 
cost you lots of money in petition and 
application fees. 

Immigration law allows the 
unmarried children  younger than 
21 of a preference immigrant to 
accompany the benefi ciary of a 
petition (your wife) to the United 
States . They come as “derivative 

benefi ciaries” and can immigrate 
without you  having to petition for 
them. That right is not available to 
the families of U.S. citizens. If you 
become a U.S. citizen before your 
children immigrate, you would need 
to fi le separate petitions for them. 
Because the wait is so long for the 
spouse and children of a permanent 
resident, usually it makes sense for 
a petitioner  to naturalize as soon as 
possible. 

However, because your wife has 
reached the front of the line for her 
immigrant visa, it makes sense for 
you to hold off naturalizing until she 
and your children immigrate. That 
way they can all come here together.

Fiancé visa petitions
OK for U.S. citizens 
Q Is there such a thing as a 

fi ancé(e) visa? Will that make 
it easier for my boyfriend to get per-
manent residence? If I decide to bring 
him here as my fi ancé, how do I go 

about it? My boyfriend and I are en-
gaged. Someone advised me to apply 
for a fi ancé visa before I tie the knot. 

Stacy, Brooklyn 

A  If you are a U.S. citizen, you 
can bring your guy here on a 

fi ancé(e) visa. That right is not avail-
able to permanent residents. 

Depending on his country of birth, 
he may get here a month or two more 
quickly on a fi ancé visa than if you 
marry him abroad. The only other 
advantage to the fi ancé visa is that it 
gives you and your fi ancé the chance 
to spend time together in the U .S .  

You start the fi ancé petitioning 
process by fi ling USCIS form I-129F, 
Petition for Alien Fiancé(e). Once 
the USCIS approves the petition, the 
agency will send it to the U.S. consul 
abroad you designate on the petition. 
If the consul grants your fi ancé the 
visa, he can come here for 90 days. If 
you marry him, he can immediately 
apply for adjustment of status to 
permanent resident. 

In most cases to qualify as a 

fi ancé, the 
U.S. citizen 
and the 
fi ancé must 
have had a 
face-to-face 
meeting within 
two years prior 
to the fi ling of 
the petition. 
The USCIS will 
exempt you from 
this meeting if 
traveling abroad is 
particularly diffi cult 
for you . The USCIS 
can also exempt 
a couple 
from the 
 requirement if 
meeting before 
the wedding 
would violate 
the customs of the 
U.S. citizen’s or 
fi ancé(e)’s religion 
or culture.  
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This is the third in a series of reports on issues of interest to kids by the young journalists of Children’s PressLine.
The youth journalism program gives children and youths an opportunity to represent themselves in the media. It trains kids, ages 8-18, to interview their peers on 

issues that directly affect them and publish these stories in newspapers and Web sites. Visit www.cplmedia.org for more information or to submit story ideas.

FOR BRONX NEWS

Fighting back against abuse
But too little domestic-violence education − kidsBY PRINCESS WEEKES

 LAST MONTH, Michael Silva, 16, was 
stabbed to death by his girlfriend’s 
ex-boyfriend. According to reports, 
the ex-boyfriend had come to the 
girl’s E. 163rd St. apartment with the 
intent of hurting her. 

The incident is just one of many 
abusive relationships happening to 
teens in the Bronx.

According to the New York City 
Risk Behavior Survey, 10% of teens 
report being hit or slapped, and 7% 
report being physically forced to 
have sex. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s 
2007 Youth Risk Behavior Surveil-
lance Survey, dating violence was 
more prevalent among black stu-
dents (14.2%) and Hispanic students 
(11.1%), a large demographic in the 
Bronx. 

However, Bronx teens say they 
are getting little education on how 
to detect signs of abuse and what 
to do if it happens to them.

Bronx teen Alhaedge Perez heard 
about the abuse of her school 

Keiasia Young, 18, (right) at 
Children’s Aid Society program 
discussion and “Veronica” share 
personal experiences of abusive 
relationships. Photos by Anne 
Lai/CPL Media

organization Start Strong Bronx is a 
program created to prevent dating 
violence in the Bronx. 

“We see there’s a growing level 
of teen violence, teen domestic 
abuse and teen relationship abuse,” 
said Ruben Diaz Jr., Bronx Borough 
president, an advocate for Start 
Strong Bronx. 

“Part of the Start Strong Bronx 
program,” Diaz said, “is there’ll be 
a tracking mechanism for individu-
als for four years, throughout their 
high school years. Hopefully we’ll 
have a healthy cohort of healthy 
individuals.”

The possibility of teen domestic 
abuse awareness programs spread-
ing seemed to excite Young. 

“I think that if it was talked about 
more in school, that more girls 
would know what signs to look for 
when it starts to happen,” she said. 
“Cause I think people don’t notice 
the signs.”

Additional reporting by Stephen 
Autar, Michaela Burns, Joshua

Johnson, Antonio Jubela-Gordon, 
Sade Stewart and Jamar Thompson

friend. “She was abused because 
her boyfriend was really jealous,” 
said Perez, 18. “I know many teen-
agers that think every relationship is 
like this. I feel like they do not know 
the difference because they are only 
focused on the good, but not looking 
on the negatives.”

Danielle Luciano, 15, actually wit-
nessed the abuse of her friend. “He 
pushed her, shoved her really hard 
onto the wall, shook her and then 
smacked her,” said Danielle. “I was 
pretty aggravated that she let that 
happen.”

Many of these abused teens lack 
awareness of what abuse really is. 

“I think they know the basics 
about it, but when it happens to 
them, it’s like different,” said Karen 
Leiva, 16, a participant in the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society’s teen dating vio-
lence awareness program. 

Veronica (not her real name), 
was only 15 when she got involved 
in her fi rst abusive relationship. She 

is now 25 and just a few years ago 
broke the cycle. 

Her last relationship opened her 
eyes, and made her contact the 
Children’s Aid Society for help. “One 
day I received a phone call that 
my daughter was at the hospital 
for brain trauma. She was 3 at the 
time,” Veronica said. “My daughter 
was sent into emergency brain sur-
gery. Before she fl atlined she said, 
‘[Veronica’s boyfriend] punched 
me.’ ”

When questioned by a police de-
tective if her boyfriend was violent, 
Veronica said, “He only pushed me 
and punched me before. But that’s 
it. Nothing serious. [The female 
detective] looked at me and said, 
‘Honey, that’s domestic violence.’ ” 

Often, it takes dramatic events 
such as these to break the cycle of 
abuse that goes on because young 
people are often unable to detect 
signs of abuse or stop it when it 
starts.

To counteract this, two organi-
zations have formed in the Bronx. 
They aim to educate young people 
on how to be in healthy relation-
ships.

“Everybody gets sex education 
in schools, but no one teaches 
them how to have healthy relation-
ships,” said Kerry Moles, director 
of Family Wellness program at the 
Children’s Aid Society, which runs 
Teens Against Relationship Abuse. 

The Children’s Aid Society discus-
sion participant Keiasia Young, 18, 
wasn’t interested in the program at 
fi rst, but now realizes how impor-
tant it is. “I’ve been in situations 
where I’ve been, you know, hit be-
fore,” she said. “But never anything 
serious other people have been in.”

Moles added, “TARA can make 
teen violence and teen relation-
ship abuse prevention a part of the 
health curriculum in schools from 
an early age.”

Along with TARA, the 
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